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which had been signed by six American states on the 10th October,
1933. This last treaty had appeared on the agenda for the Pan-
American Conference, but the Committee on the Organization of
Peace had decided that, since it was already Sbfait accompli, it was not
necessary for its provisions to be discussed. Accordingly, the text
of the treaty was read into the records of the Conference without
discussion, and it was then declared open for signature by all partici-
pating states. There were no further signatures during the session
of the Conference, but Mr. Hull was reported to have promised
Dr. Saavedra Lamas that the United States Government would give
the question of adhering to the pact their favourable consideration.1
The Committee on the Organization of Peace also had before
it a comprehensive proposal for the establishment of permanent
machinery for arbitration and conciliation, including an inter-Ameri-
can Court of Justice, which was submitted by the Mexican delegation.
This 'peace code', however, was not laid before the Conference until
it had been in session for over a week, and the Peace Committee felt
that it would be unable, in the time at its disposal, to study the
elaborate provisions of the code with due care. On the 23rd December
the Conference adopted a resolution submitting the Mexican proposal,
through the channel of the Pan-American Union, for the considera-
tion of the Governments of the states members of the Union.
On the same day (the 23rd December) the Conference also adopted
a resolution which was designed to provide 'a method for the peace-
ful adjustment of disputes between states where other methods are
not for any reason in effective operation'. By this resolution, the
subscribing Governments declared that 'it shall never be deemed an
unfriendly act for any state or states to offer good offices or mediation
to other states engaged in a controversy threatening or rupturing
their peaceful relations, to the end that such differences may be so
by which the Commissions of Investigation and Conciliation for which the
convention provided would become permanent instead of not being appointed
until after a controversy had arisen. The text of this additional protocol and
of the resolution on adherence to peace instruments will be found in Documents
on International Affairs, 1933.
1 There was a rumour to the effect that the United States Secretary of State
and the Argentinian Foreign Minister had struck a bargain by which the latter
undertook to support the American economic proposals in return for the
promise that the United States would sign the anti-war pact. Whether or not
there was a bargain of this kind, the United States Government did give the
anti-war pact favourable consideration, and on the 27th April, 1934, they
formally notified the Argentinian Government of their adherence to the pact.
Eleven Latin-American states (Bolivia, Costa Eica, Colombia, Ecuador, Guate-
mala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Salvador, and Venezuela) adhered
on the same day.